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A Religious Education Newsletter for Parents, Grandpar-
ents, Parishioners, and Students of St. Teresa of Avila 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
 
Thank you for the gift of the youth of our parish.  
 
May they see your beloved Son in our eyes, hear His 
voice in our words and feel His love for them in our 
hearts. 
 
 We ask this in the name of our Blessed Mother Mary 
and our Patroness St. Teresa of Avila.  Amen.  

This months' newsletter features our high school students.  There are six adult volunteers leading the group this year - Kristy Col-
ford, Amy Farley, Gina Lawrence, Erik Traxler, Rosemary Weiland and Sarah Antonson.  They have a lot of activities planned for 
the up coming year, September was the beginning of many more to come. 

Dr. Melanie Weiss and her husband Paul spoke Sept. 25th to the 7th - 12th grade students from Good Shepherd, St. Patricks and 
St. Teresas parishes, students from the area churches werre invited to attend as well.  Approximately sixty-five students and 
fifteen adults listened to a powerful message of Melanies addiction to and recovery from opioids.  You can read her story at 
www.myvisionmyhope.com. 

Oct. 30th Fr. David will have Mass at 6:30 for all CCD students, then he will speak to the high school students at 7:00.  The speaker 
we had scheduled for Oct. will be rescheduled for Feb. 12th. 

Septembers God's Squad contests - find the hidden symbol (cross) and trivia question (what year was the new church built) had 
only one person respond, Mason Heiberger answered the question correctly and will receive a prize.  No one found the cross, it 
was on the First Holy Communion picture.  EVERYONE in the parish is invited to join the challenge regardless of age.  Just email 
your answers to yakatme@hotmail.com or text to 605 351 5033.  This months' hidden symbol is a DOVE, the trivia question is on 
the back page. 

Thank you to everyone who served meals to the CCD students in September, the Hendricks family, Dawn Butzer and her pre-k 
class, Ron Larsen and the Confirmation class and Maggie Gillespie and her first grade class.  If you haven't signed up to serve yet, 
please prayerfully consider. 

Please remember to be especially cautious and safe on the roads now during harvest season.  There are lots of very large slow 
moving machinery and equipment moving from field to field and taking grain from the field to town or back to the farm.   This also 
causes deer and other animals to migrate out of the fields and possibly onto the roads. 

The patron saints of farmers are Isidore and Maria.  Isidore was born in 1070 near Madrid, Spain.  He married a poor girl, Maria 
Torribia.  Their only child, a son, died in infancy.  He often came late to work in the fields because he would first attend Mass in 
the morning.  Yet his work never suffered and he was always able to do his 
chores.  It was said two angels, one on either side of Isidore appeared and 
joined their pious companion in plowing the fields. 

The virtues found in the lives of Isidore and Maria - commitment to family, 
love for the land, service to the poor and a deep spirituality - are qualities 
that can still be found in rural America.  Saints Isidore and Maria, pray for us.  
 
Kay 

http://www.myvisionmyhope.com
mailto:yakatme@hotmail.com


Con fir

ACT 29:  We Are The Next Chapter 
 
Investing in today’s youth is necessary in growing the body of Christ and we are excited to see our young adults grow 
in their faith.  Teaching our young people in the church to grow in their relationship with the Lord prepares them to 
serve Christ in all that they do.  God often uses young people to do great things.   1 Timothy 4:12 says, “Don’t let 
anyone look down on you because you are young, but set examples for the believer in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, and in purity.”  Our youth are the next chapter and we want our youth out in the community being disciples of 
God.    
 
The first month was packed with many activities.  Things that we have done so far in September was a praise and 
worship with Mr. Greene, went to Trinity Heights in Sioux City,  cemetery talk at our cemetery, collection of clothes 
for Savers, putting together bottles for Respect Life Month, and Dr. Melanie Weiss  here to talk about her struggle 
with addiction and her recovery.  
 
We have so much to cover this year but just a few examples of things going forward.   
 
We want our youth to practice the habit of spending time with others, both inside the walls of our church and outside 
the walls.  One of the greatest ways we can demonstrate God’s love and grace is to serve other people. God made our 
youth unique, special, and with specific gifts.  They need to use those gifts to love God, love others, and influence the 
world around them. We will serve this year by doing a variety of different things just a couple are service project, 
fellowship with elderly, making meals for people in need.  
Listen for God’s voice by prayerfully meditating in silence and reflecting on his creation.   
Discover the reading of the Mass, their purpose, and how to better enter into the Mass by means of Scriptures.   
 
Understand the meaning and purpose behind the celebration of the season of Lent. 
 
Learn the power of knowing their testimony and equip them to discover the share ways God has been working in 
their life.   
 
Your high school leaders 
 
Rosemary Weiland, Gina Lawrence, Amy Farley, Erik Traxler, Kristy Colford 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 
In Case of Absence 

 
Foul Weather Conditions 

If your child is not able to attend his/her 
scheduled class due to an excused absence, 
please call  Kay Winquist, DRE at 605-351-
5033. 

We value the presence of each child in our pro-
grams! 

If the public schools are cancelled, St. Teresa Religious Edu-
cation sessions are cancelled. 

If necessary to cancel a session, texts or phone calls will be 
sent.  A notice will be placed on our website and on Facebook. 

If you feel that it is unsafe to bring your child to a Religious 
Education session, please use your best judgment.   

CCD SUPPERS     7:00p -7:20p 

NO foods with NUTS of any kind 

Nancy  Fickbohm  605-934-2414 
THANK YOU 

Who was the Bishop of the Sioux Falls 

Diocese before Paul Swain? 

Vision of Hope , Speakers Melanie  & Paul 

Weiss.  Speaking about Addiction & Recov-

ery & Hope 


